


After passing Drumfad you will meet the B832. Turn

left and about 1 1/2 miles along you will again strike the

B831. Turn right towards Arden and you will find a

driveway leading away to the right to Bannachra Castle,

[right] the Colquhoun castle which the MacFarlanes

burnt down after the Battle of Glen Fruin. It must have

been grim satisfaction to Sir James Colquhoun when he

purchased Inverioch House in 1821. Sadly the castle is

not visable from the road and the current owners dis-

courage vistors.

OUTPOSTS OF THE CLAN

ARDESS, on the east bank of Loch Lomond, almost opposite

Inverbeg Hotel, was the home of Andrew McFarlane before he

succeeded his brother as 18th Chief in 1679, taking with him his

own "differenced" Arms which depicted a sword in lieu of a

sheaf or arrows on the Crest. Rob Roy MacGregor was known

to have owned the property in 1710 and the National Trust for

Scotland conducted an archeological excavation there in 2007.

GARTARTAN CASTLE near Gartmore on the A81 from

Glasgow to the Trossachs. Entrance through the large gates

of Gartmore House in whose grounds it sits. This was the

home of the family of Walter of Ardleish, who was a son of

John. 11th Chief. The father of James MacFarlane, author of

the Clan History 1922, was born at Gartmore, and his grand-

father John and great-grandfather Malcolm are buried here.

In 2009 the area around the castle was being usec for a mar-

ket gardening enterprise.

INCHCAILLOCH ISLAND, at the southern end of Loch

Lomond, off  Balmaha. There is an interesting graveyard,

which was the burial place for many MacFarlanes including

Duncan, whose stone dated 1783 bears the MacFarlane Arms.

Seven generations of his descendants have kept the boatyard at

Balmaha, and continue to do so. There is a ferry to the island

from the boatyard.

BALLENCLEROCH HOUSE and CLACHAN OF CAMPSIE, on the

A891, 4 miles east of Lennoxtown. Part of the original house which was

built by James MacFarlane great-great-grandson of Andrew 12th Chief

still remains. It lies at the entrance to the scenic Campsie Glen. Note

particularly above the old doorway the arms of James with the initials

JM and MK above. The house was gutted by fire in 1983, and is now a

sad ruin. In the overgrown garden is a broken granite whipping post.

Close to the house lies the clachan with the old ruined church and

graves. This was the burial place of John MacFarlane, the "Advocate"

of Ballencleroch, 1788-1852.. The history of this family is described in

The Parish of Campsie by James Cameron. Copies can be obtained at

Kirkintilloch Library.

BALLENCLEROCH HOUSE



Other cadet branches of the clan were at Auchenvenal in Glen Fruin, Tullich in Glen Douglas, and Finnart on

Loch Long, all of which show how the clan spread south well into Colquhoun country. Houses were also at Er-

ines, Muckroy & Glenralloch in Argyll; Kilmaronock in Dunbartonshire; and Ledard by Loch Ard in

Perthshire.There are also branches in Northern Ireland which are thought to stem from the MacFarlane retainers

of the Earl of Lennox who aquired 4000 acres during the plantation (resettlement) of Ireland in the early 1600’s.

PORTINCAPLE, Loch Longside, was the site of a mill where sons

of men killed in battle were fed. From every bag of grain, each man

was allowed to take as much as he could lift between the open

palms of his two hands, and carry to the door without spilling any;

if this happened, he had to put the meal back into the bag, Some

sources claim that this is how the sept name Miller arose, (the

miller's sons).

OTHER PLACES WITH CLAN CONNECTIONS YOU MAY
CARE TO VISIT

HIGH MORLAGGAN, LOCH LONG, During November of 2009

a team of eager volunteers carried out a research dig at High  Mor-

laggan an old MacFarlane settlement site located above the eastern

shores of Loch Long, Argyll and Bute District (originally Dunbar-

tonshire).  The old settlement was probably a MacFarlane prop-

erty, and being near to the western opening of Glen Douglas, they

may have been descendants of Dougald MacFarlane, (brother of

Andrew 10th Chief of Arrochar, circa 1488), who founded the

MacFarlane branches of Tullachintaul, Glen Douglas, and of Fi-

nart and Gorton, all on Loch Long-side.

GLENFINNAN HOUSE HOTEL, Glenfinnan (about 12 miles

west of Fort William on the road to Mallaig; Route A830). Al-

though not in MacFarlane territory, this hotel should be visited if

you are in the area, for the proprietor is one Tearlach (Charlie)

MacFarlane, a descendant of Black John (4th son of John 15th

Chief). The MacFarlane family, came to Glenfinnan in 1971 by

which time the house was in an advanced state of disrepair. They

converted the house into an hotel whilst attempting to retain as

much of its old character as possible. Charlie was a kilted

Gaelic-speaking Highlander who piped his guests into dinner and

had a wide knowledge of Scotland and its history. In November

2002 they appointed award winning chef Duncan Gibson to man-

age the hotel for them.

CILLE CHOIRALL CHURCH, LOCHABER, overlooking the A86 just east.of Roy-

bridge in Brae Lochaber, not far from where it leaves the A82 at Spean Bridge.

Amongst the 14 different clans. who have members buried in the graveyard of this

ancient church are MacFarlanes.
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